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(57) ABSTRACT

The present invention relates to a portal monitoring system
that uses distributed sensing to detect metallic objects pass-
ing through the portal. The system comprises a length of
fiber optic (102) comprising an optical fiber (106) mechani-
cally coupled to a material (108) whose physical character-
istics vary dependent on the applied magnetic field. The fiber
optic (102) is arranged in the vicinity of a portal (200) and
a fiber optic interrogator (104) is adapted to provide distrib-
uted sensing on the optical fiber to provide measurement
data from a plurality of contiguous portions of said optical
fiber at each of a plurality of times. A data analyzer processes
the measurement data to detect signals characteristic of a
disturbance in the magnetic field along the optical fiber. The
system of the present invention is able to monitor multiple
people passing though a portal at the same time and provide
an indication of the location of metallic objects within the
portal.
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1
PORTAL MONITORING

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to portal monitoring, in
particular, it relates to electromagnetic field monitoring in a
portal using distributed sensing.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The ability to scan people, luggage, cargo etc. for the
presence of metallic objects is becoming ever more impor-
tant, in particular at airports and other locations with
restricted access.

Conventional metal detectors are based on pulse induction
(PI). Typical PI systems use a coil of wire on one side of a
portal (usually an arch) as the transmitter and receiver. Short
bursts (pulses) of current are sent through the coil of wire,
each pulse generating a brief magnetic field. When a pulse
ends, the magnetic field reverses polarity and collapses
causing a current to run through the coil. If a metallic object
passes through the metal detector, a magnetic field is
induced in the metallic object, and this magnetic field
interferes with the current generated in the coil. By moni-
toring the generated current, the metal detector can deter-
mine if a metallic object is present.

Such systems can typically only detect that a metallic
object is present and don’t usually give any indication as to
where the object may be located. One disadvantage of this
system is thus that it is generally necessary to scan a single
individual at any one time. This is because if two people
were to be scanned at the same time, it would not be possible
to determine who was carrying the metallic object. This can
mean that such systems are not suitable for some applica-
tions, such as at railway and subway stations or other mass
transit hubs, as to provide the desired throughput of indi-
viduals would require an impractical number of portals and
associated screening staff.

It is therefore desirable to provide a monitoring system
that is able to scan multiple objects at a time, while still
accurately being able to detect metallic objects, in order to
increase throughput at security checkpoints. It is further
desirable to provide a monitoring system that can provide an
indication as to the location of a detected metallic object.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

Embodiments of the present invention aim to address at
least some of the above problems to some extent.

According to an aspect of the present invention there is
provided a portal monitoring system comprising: a first
length of optical fibre mechanically coupled to a material
whose physical characteristics vary dependent on the ambi-
ent magnetic field, the optical fibre being arranged in the
vicinity of a portal; a fibre optic interrogator adapted to
provide distributed sensing on the optical fibre to provide
measurement data from a plurality of sensing portions of
said optical fibre at each of a plurality of times; and a data
analyser adapted to process said measurement data to detect
signals characteristic of a disturbance in the magnetic field
along the optical fibre.

As will be described in more detail below distributed
acoustic sensing is a known technique wherein one or more
interrogation pulses are used to interrogate an optical fibre
and the radiation backscattered from the fibre is detected.
Mechanical disturbances of the fibre result in changes in the
characteristics of backscattered radiation from the relevant
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section of fibre. These changes in backscatter can be used to
give an indication of the intensity of the disturbance and,
using optical time domain reflectometry type techniques, the
position in the fibre can also be determined. In a distributed
acoustic sensor the disturbances, may, for instance, be due to
incident pressure waves. By coupling an optical fibre to a
material whose physical characteristics, e.g. dimensions,
vary dependent on the applied magnetic field, disturbances
in a magnetic field can lead to corresponding disturbances,
e.g. change in strain, on the optical fibre and thus can be
detected reliably using the principles of distributed acoustic
sensing. The terms distributed acoustic sensor shall there-
fore be used to refer to a sensor that detects local distur-
bances of the fibre by analysing the backscattered radiation
and shall be taken to include distributed optical fibre vibra-
tion sensors or distributed optical fibre strain sensors.

In general, in a magnetic field, a strain (or in fact 1% and
2" time differentials of local strain) is created in an optical
fibre by coupling it mechanically to a material that is
affected by changes in a magnetic field, particularly a
material whose dimensions are changed when the magnetic
field varies. Advantageously this should be one whose
dimensions change anisotropically, so that flux in one
dimension only may selectively be detected.

The fibre optic interrogator may be arranged to provide
measurement signals from a plurality of contiguous sensing
portions of optical fibre substantially simultaneously. The
system may comprise a sampler arranged to sample a
plurality of data channels (corresponding to detected back-
scatter from different portions of the optical fibre) substan-
tially simultaneously to provide the measurement data.

The optical fibre may be deployed, e.g. wrapped, around
at least two sides of the portal. The optical fibre may be
coiled around the portal.

The portal may have a length of 2 meters or more. Thus
the portal may define a corridor. The optical fibre may be
coiled along the length of the portal.

The data analyzer may be arranged to determine the
location of a detected magnetic field disturbance along the
optical fibre. The data analyzer may be arranged to monitor
the location of a detected magnetic field disturbance as it
moves along the portal.

The length of the optical fibre may be several km or more.
For instance the length of the optical fibre may be of the
order of 40 km.

The system may further comprise a magnetic field gen-
erator arranged to generate a magnetic field in the vicinity of
the portal. The data analyzer may be arranged to compensate
for signals associated with the generated magnetic field itself
(i.e. the directly generated field—thus allowing detection of
any induced fields in magnetic objects). The generated
magnetic field may be a constant magnetic field. Alterna-
tively, the generated magnetic field may be a time varying
magnetic field.

The system may also comprise a second length of optical
fibre deployed along the same path as the first length of
optical fibre, wherein the second length of optical fibre is
substantially insensitive to changes in magnetic field and a
fibre optic interrogator may be arranged to interrogate said
second length of optical fibre to detect any acoustic signals
affecting the second length of optical fibre. The data analyser
may be arranged to process the detected signals from the
second length of optical fibre to compensate for any acoustic
signals affecting the first optical fibre. The second optical
fibre may be interrogated by the same fibre optic interrogator
as the first optical fibre or there may be separate interroga-
tors for each optical fibre.
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The portal may be arranged along a corridor of a building.

The portal may be arranged to be a free standing portal.

According to another aspect of the present invention,
there is provided a method of portal monitoring, the method
comprising: interrogating an optical fibre, which is mechani-
cally coupled to a material whose physical characteristics
vary dependent on the ambient magnetic field, with pulses of
electromagnetic radiation to provide a distributed sensor
having a plurality of sensing portions of optical fibre, said
optical fibre being arranged around at least two sides of a
portal, and analysing the signals from said sensing portions
of optical fibre to detect signals characteristic of disturbance
in the magnetic field in the portal.

The optical fibre may be coiled along the length of the
portal The location of the detected disturbance along the
fibre may correspond to the position of the source of the
disturbance of magnetic field, e.g. the location of a metallic
object, along the length of the portal.

The method may further comprise monitoring the location
of a detected disturbance in magnetic field as moving along
the portal.

The method may further comprise generating a magnetic
field in the vicinity of the portal. The magnetic field may be
constant or time-varying.

The portal may be arranged along a corridor of a building.
The optical fibre may be installed during the construction of
the corridor. The portal may be retrofitted to the corridor.

The invention also provides a portal monitoring system
comprising: a first length of optical fibre mechanically
coupled to a material whose physical characteristics vary
dependent on the ambient magnetic field, the optical fibre
being arranged in the vicinity of a portal; a fibre optic
interrogator adapted to provide distributed sensing on the
optical fibre to provide measurement data from a plurality of
sensing portions of said optical fibre at each of a plurality of
times; and a data analyser adapted to process said measure-
ment data to detect signals characteristic of a disturbance in
the magnetic field along the optical fibre.

DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The invention may comprise any combination of the
features and/or limitations referred to herein, except com-
binations of such features as are mutually exclusive.

Embodiments of the present invention will now be
described, by way of example, with reference to the accom-
panying drawings, in which:

FIG. 1 schematically shows an apparatus for detecting
magnetic fields using distributed sensing;

FIG. 2 schematically shows a cross section of a portal
monitoring system using the apparatus of FIG. 1;

FIG. 3 schematically shows an alternate view of the
arrangement of FIG. 2.

DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

An optical fibre with a magnetostrictive coating can be
used to detect magnetic fields. Such a distributed sensing
system 100 is shown in FIG. 1. A fibre optic cable 102 is
connected to an interrogator/processor unit 104. Interrogator
104 injects light into the fibre optic 102 and senses the light
backscattered from along the length of the fibre optic 102.
The particular form of the input light and the sampling/
processing capability of the interrogator 104 enables simul-
taneous output of multiple data channels, each channel
corresponding to measurement data of disturbances sensed
along a particular section of the fibre optic 102. A suitable
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distributed sensing interrogator is described in GB2442745
for example, the content of which is hereby incorporated by
reference. GB2442745 describes a distributed acoustic sen-
sor wherein each sensing portion of the fibre acts as an
acoustic sensor for any disturbances due to incident acoustic
waves, i.e. pressure waves. In general however the system is
responsive to any suitably intense mechanical disturbance or
strain. The same general interrogation technique is used to
provide distributed magnetic sensing.

While the interrogator 104 is shown in FIG. 1 as a single
unit, the hardware may be divided into multiple units. For
example, it may be divided into an interrogator box provid-
ing output data indicative of the intensity of backscattered
light that may then be provided to a separate processor to
provide the processing capability. The interrogator or pro-
cessor may include a sampler that is arranged to sample a
plurality of data channels corresponding to detected back-
scatter from different portions of the optical fibre substan-
tially simultaneously to provide measurement data from a
plurality of sensing portions of said fibre (which may be, but
do not have to be, contiguous) at each of a plurality of times.
The processor may also include a data analyser adapted to
process the measurement data to detect events related to a
change or disturbance in the ambient magnetic field prop-
erties and output parameters associated with the detected
events.

As can be seen in FIG. 1, fibre optic cable 102 comprises
an optical fibre 106 in contact with a material 108. In this
example fibre optic 102 is arranged with optical fibre 106 as
a core with a coating of material 108 that exhibits magne-
tostrictive properties. The optical fibre 106 is therefore
mechanically coupled to the magnetostrictive material 108.
The dimensions of the magnetostrictive material 108 at a
point along the fibre optic may therefore depend on the
strength of any magnetic field applied at that point, i.e. the
ambient magnetic field. A change in the ambient magnetic
field at a particular point along fibre optic 102, which may
be tens of kilometers long, will result in a change in the
dimensions of the coating 108 in that region. This in turn
causes localised changes in the properties of the fibre optic
102, which can be detected due to changes in the backscatter
during distributed sensing. In one embodiment the change in
strain causes a change in optical path length which can be
detected as a phase modulation in the backscatter interfer-
ence signal.

Therefore, by providing optical fibre 106 with coating
108, the effect of magnetic fields can be detected continu-
ously along the length of the optic fibre 102. The system 100
of FIG. 1 is able to detect localised magnetic fields along its
whole length, which may be tens of kilometers. Also, as the
system is able to split the optical fibre into a number of
discrete sections, the location of an incident magnetic field
can be detected.

The key material component required to make the optical
fibre sensitive to magnetic field is a material with magne-
tostrictive properties. Examples of such a material would be
iron, nickel, cobalt (the magnetostrictive elements) or more
sensitive alloys designed for their magnetostrictive proper-
ties such as Terfenol-D. A method of putting this fibre
sensitiser as a coating onto an optical fibre is described
below.

As mentioned, magnetostrictive materials change dimen-
sion in the presence of a magnetic field and if magnetostric-
tive materials are mechanically coupled to an optical fibre,
this strain can be transferred to the fibre, and subsequently
detected. Experiments have shown that the magnetostrictive
material can be applied as a coating to the fibre in the form
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of a powder set in a flexible binder matrix. This has
significant benefits for manufacture.

The powder may be coated onto the fibre by mixing with
an air curing binder then drawing the fibre through the
mixture, and on through a defined aperture. This coating
method can be applied to large scale manufacturing tech-
niques.

An existing method for coating optical fibres with an
acrylate protective film is to draw the fibre though the binder
which is in liquid form, then cure the liquid with UV. Several
layers of coating with different properties are usually
applied.

The powder coating method may make a suspension of
magnetostrictive powder in the UV curable liquid before
coating using the usual procedure. It is clear that many
variables such as coating thickness, curing time, powder
loading etc will need to be optimised for magnetic properties
as well as production rates, depending on the type of
magnetostrictive powder used. Pre-existing coating equip-
ment can be usable for this coating technique, resulting in
low production costs.

Some types of magnetostrictive powder have asymmetri-
cal magnetostrictive properties. Alignment of the powder
can be carried out with a desired magnetic field being
applied prior/during the curing of the binder to fix the
powder orientation in the most appropriate direction for
maximum sensitivity.

Once coated, an additional protective layer may or may
not be needed, but essentially all the usual fibre processing
methods should still be applicable.

When in use, the apparatus of FIG. 1 will be able to detect
any disturbance in magnetic fields along the length of the
fibre, which may be up tens of kilometers in length.

As the apparatus of FIG. 1 can detect disturbances in
magnetic fields at positions along the length of the fibre 102,
the apparatus can be used in a security portal system to
detect the magnetic fields generated by metallic objects
passing through the portal, or at least the effect of the
metallic object on the ambient magnetic field.

FIG. 2 schematically shows a cross section of a portal
monitoring system using the apparatus of FIG. 1. As shown
in FIG. 2, fibre optic 102, comprising optical fibre 106
coated with a material that contains magnetostrictive ele-
ments, is provided within a portal 200. The fibre optic 102
is coupled to an interrogator 104 as in FIG. 1. The fibre optic
102 may be up to 40 km in length, and may be wrapped
many times around portal (not shown).

Embodiments of the invention may utilise the Earth’s
magnetic field to detect metallic objects as a person passes
through the portal. The magnetic field of the Earth induces
magnetic fields in metallic objects and these induced mag-
netic fields can be detected by the fibre optic 102, due to the
coating on the fibre that contains magnetostrictive elements,
as described above.

Therefore, as a person carrying a metallic object passes
through the portal, the magnetic field induced in the object
by the Earth’s magnetic field will interact with the magne-
tostrictive elements in the coating of the optic fibre 102,
causing strain to be induced in the fibre 102. By interrogat-
ing the fibre as described above, these strains, and hence the
metallic objet can be detected. In the absence of a metallic
object the ambient magnetic field, which will be due to the
earth’s magnetic field and any other sources of a permanent
magnetic field will be relatively constant—and thus the
effect on the magnetostrictive material of the fibre optic will
also be constant. Thus there will be no significant variation
in the detected signal due to magnetic disturbances. How-
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ever as a metallic object passes through the portal the
magnetic field strength will vary and this disturbance may be
detected.

It will be appreciated that they may well be other sources
of vibration/strain acting on the fibre optic 102 in the portal,
for instance the fibre will be sensitive to acoustic distur-
bances. These disturbances may cause strain in the fibre 102
and could cause false alarms. To cancel signals not related
to changing magnetic fields, a control optical fibre could be
used that is made with identical coating and metal loading
within the coating, but that the metal used is non-magneto-
strictive (for example copper which has a similar density and
is inexpensive and readily available). This fibre could then
be run close to the magnetically sensitised cable along the
same path so that the signals detected by the control fibre can
be subtracted from the signals detected from the sensing
fibre loaded with the magnetostrictive material. It will be
appreciated that the control fibre should be deployed so that
it receives the same acoustic signals from the environment
as the magnetically sensitised fibre but arranged so as to be
isolated from the effects of any change in dimension of the
magnetostrictive material.

The signal subtraction could be done in a number of ways.
For example, two interrogator units could be used, one for
each cable type. Alternatively, one interrogator unit could be
used to interrogate both fibres, e.g. by alternately interro-
gating the sensitised fibre and the non-sensitised (i.e. con-
trol) fibre. Also, a single interrogator could be used with the
sensitised fibre optically coupled in series with the non-
sensitised fibre at the distal end, so that a single interrogation
pulse will provide data from both the sensitised fibre and the
non-sensitised fibre. Connecting two fibres will result in
some loss at the connection which could potentially be
avoided by manufacturing a single fibre with a first portion
having a magnetostrictive coating and a second portion
having a coating of similar properties but not magnetically
sensitive. In either case however the maximum length of the
sensing fibre/fibre portion will be reduced compared to the
use of two fibres which are interrogated separately.

Alternatively, the signals in the fibre 102 that are created
as a result of acoustic disturbances may be filtered out using
electronic circuitry or other suitable means.

For applications in personnel screening the portal 200
may be dimensioned such that it allows the transit of only a
single person through at a time. In other words, the height H
may be such that it provides sufficient headroom for people
to pass, for example around 2 m or more and the width W
may be such that it provides sufficient width for one person
to pass, for example around 1 m or more. In this configu-
ration, as a single individual is monitored at a time it may be
sufficient to detect the presence of a magnetic object only.
The portal may be relatively short in length, for instance less
than half a meter or so in length L (not shown in FIG. 2). In
this configuration, the portal monitoring system would work
in much the same way as a conventional metal detector and
could be used to monitor a single person at a time. A length
of half a meter or so would still allow for multiple windings
of optical fibre around the portal however thus ensuring that
multiple sensing portions of optical fibre are able to detect
the magnetic field disturbance.

Alternatively, the portal could be configured to monitor
the transit of many people at a single time. FIG. 3 sche-
matically shows an embodiment in which the portal is able
to accommodate more than one person passing through the
portal at a time. In FIG. 3, the fibre optic 102 is coiled
around a portal 300 of length [, which may be 2 meters or
more. When monitoring multiple people or objects at the
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same time a relatively longer length may be useful to allow
movement of an object to be tracked along the length of the
portal. In one embodiment, the length L of the portal 300 is
5 meters or more. People or objects to be scanned pass
through portal 300 in the direction of the arrow 310. Again
the height H of the portal may be such that it provides
sufficient headroom for people to pass, for example around
2 m or more, and in this instance the width W may be such
that it provides sufficient width for more than one person to
transit at the same time, side by side.

In one embodiment, the optical fibre is provided around
the periphery a corridor in a building, thereby turning a
corridor into a portal. The fibre optic may be installed around
a corridor during the constructions phase of a building, or
the optic fibre may be retrofitted to a corridor by wrapping
the optical fibre around false walls, floor and ceiling. The
corridor may be of any size such that multiple turns of the
optical fibre can be wrapped along the length.

As the fibre optic 102 is wrapped along the length L of the
portal, a person walking through the portal carrying a
metallic object will induce strain (as described above) in
different sections of the fibre 102 as they move along the
portal 300. This allows a metallic object to be tracked along
the length L of the portal. The ability to track the movement
of a metallic object makes it possible for a plurality of
people to be monitored at the same time, as the movement
of the detected signal can be matched to the movement of
particular people.

Also, as the optical fibre is wrapped around the width W
of'the portal (the ceiling and floor), if two or more people are
walking side by side along the portal, it will be possible to
identify the person carrying a metallic object due to the
location of the object determined by the strains induced in
fibre 102.

In particular, with knowledge of the winding arrangement
of the fibre optic the detection of signals induced in several
sections of the fibre can be used to detect or estimate the
location of an object. For example consider that a portal is
2 m tall by 4 m wide and the length of the individual sensing
portion of optical fibre are controlled to be 2 m long. By
carefully choosing the longitudinal sections of fibre (which
may be done by calibrating the system when first installed,
for instance by applying an intense stimulus at the start of a
desired sensing portion) the sensor may therefore be
arranged to have one sensing portion running generally
vertically along each side wall and two sensing portions
running across the top of the ceiling/under the floor. If the
optical fibre is even just 10 km long this allow over 800
windings of the fibre around the portal. Thus a metallic
object within the portal would lead to a disturbance which
would be most strongly detected in the winding nearest to
the object and most likely with the most intense signals
being detected in those sensing portions nearest to object.
Thus if the object is in a carrier bag being carried by a person
walking on the left hand side of the corridor the most intense
signals may be expected in the left hand underfloor sensing
portion and the left hand side wall sensing portion.

The signals from distributed fibre optic sensing system
could also be analysed together with imaging analysis from
a video camera operating in the visible and/or infrared
regions to track the movement or people in the corridor
and/or pressure sensors under the floor to detect footfalls
and/or any other type of sensor used to track the movement
of people. By correlating the results of the fibre optic based
magnetic sensor with the results from other tracking tech-
nologies the individual carrying the object may be identified.
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This particular embodiment is advantageous as it allows
people in transit though a corridor to be monitored for the
presence of metal. This not only allows many people to be
scanned with the scanner in a particular time, but it also
allows scans to be performed without the knowledge of the
people being scanned, which may be desirable for prelimi-
nary scans at airports and the like.

Note that the embodiments have described the optical
fibre as being wound around the portal but at least part of the
optical fibre may run along the length of the portal. For
instance part of the optical fibre could be arranged to run
along the length of the portal (i.e. under the floor, along a
side wall or above the ceiling) and then looped back to run
back along the length of the portal.

The fibre may also be arranged so that a longitudinal
sensing portion of a given length, say 10 m for example, has
a different effective spatial resolution within the portal. Thus
the fibre could be arranged with 10 m loop back and forth in
a 2 m distance in the portal say. Thus imagine that the portal
side wall is 2 m tall but that the fibre optic sensor is arranged
such the length of the sensing portions is 10 m. If fibre was
simply coiled around the portal then a 10 m section could,
for example cover the side wall, the ceiling and at least part
of the other side wall. This may be sufficient in some
embodiments when all that is required is a location along the
portal. However if discrimination within the cross section of
the portal is required the fibre could be arranged so that a 10
m section is looped back and forth vertically in the side wall.
Thus the whole sensing portion will correspond to the side
wall, an effective resolution of about 2 m.

The portal monitoring system of FIGS. 2 and 3 is
described as being a passive monitoring system, where the
distributed sensing is sensitive enough to detect the mag-
netic fields in metallic objects induced by the Earth’s
magnetic field. Alternatively, a separate magnetic field gen-
erator such a coil (not shown) could be used to periodically
or constantly generate a magnetic field in the vicinity of the
portal in order to induce a magnetic field in metallic objects
that are to be detected. The coil may be provided integral to,
or external to the portal, but should be positioned such that
a magnetic field is induced in metallic objects passing
through the portal. If a separate coil is used to generate a
magnetic field, this field would need to be taken into account
when analysing the data from the optical fibre.

The portal may be installed within a corridor in a building,
with the optic fibre running around the walls, ceiling and
floor of the corridor. Also, the portal may be a free standing
portal such that it can be located in a large expanse of space
such as an airport departure lounge.

Although FIGS. 2 and 3 show the optic fibre 102 being
located around the entire periphery of the portal, it should be
understood that the optic fibre may be positioned along only
one, two or three sides of the portal. In other words the
optical fibre could be deployed to run back and forward
above the ceiling of the portal only, or along one side wall
and the ceiling. Further, although the portal is shown as a
rectangular portal, it should be understood that given the
flexible nature of the optic fibre, the portal could be of any
shape, in particular an arch shape or vaulted shape.

Whilst endeavouring in the foregoing specification to
draw attention to draw attention to those features of the
invention believed to be of particular importance, it should
be understood that the applicant claims protection in respect
of any patentable feature or combination of features here-
inbefore referred to and/or shown in the drawings whether or
not particular emphasis has been placed thereon.
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The invention claimed is:

1. A monitoring system for detecting the presence of
metallic objects passing through a portal, comprising:

a first length of optical fibre mechanically coupled to a
material whose physical characteristics vary dependent
on an ambient magnetic field, the optical fibre being
arranged in the vicinity of the portal being monitored,
wherein the portal defines a passage through which
people and/or objects may pass and wherein the first
length of optical fibre is deployed along at least two
sides of the passage defined by the portal;

a fibre optic interrogator configured to provide distributed
sensing on the optical fibre to provide measurement
data from each of a plurality of sensing portions of said
optical fibre at each of a plurality of times; and

a data analyser configured to process said measurement
data to detect signals characteristic of a disturbance in
the magnetic field along the optical fibre so as to detect
the presence of a metallic object.

2. A system according to claim 1, wherein the optical fibre

is coiled around the portal.

3. A system according to claim 1, wherein the portal has
a length of 2 meters or more.

4. A system according to claim 3, wherein the portal
defines a corridor.

5. A system according to claim 3, wherein the optical fibre
is coiled along the length of the portal.

6. A system according to claim 5, wherein the data
analyzer is arranged to determine the location of a detected
disturbance of magnetic field along the optical fibre.

7. A system according to claim 6, wherein the data
analyzer is arranged to monitor the location of a detected
disturbance of magnetic field as it moves along the portal.

8. A system according to claim 1, further comprising:

a magnetic field generator arranged to generate a mag-
netic field in the vicinity of the portal.

9. A system according to claim 8, wherein the data
analyzer is arranged to compensate for signals associated
with the generated magnetic field.

10. A system according to claim 8, wherein the generated
magnetic field is (i) a constant magnetic field or (ii) a time
varying magnetic field.

11. A system according to claim 1, further comprising a
second length of optical fibre deployed along the same path
as the first length of optical fibre, wherein the second length
of optical fibre is insensitive to changes in magnetic field and
a fibre optic interrogator arranged to interrogate said second
length of optical fibre to detect any acoustic signals affecting
the second length of optical fibre.

12. A system according to claim 11 wherein the fibre optic
interrogator used to interrogate the second length of optical
fibre is the same fibre optic interrogator used to interrogate
the first length of optical fibre.

13. A system according to claim 11, wherein the data
analyser is arranged to process the detected signals from the
second length of optical fibre to compensate for any acoustic
signals affecting the first optical fibre.

14. A system according to claim 1, wherein the first length
of optical fibre and interrogator of the first length of optical
fibre are arranged such that a longitudinal sensing portion of
the first length of optical fibre is provided along at least a
first side of the portal.
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15. A system according to claim 14, wherein longitudinal
sensing portions are provided along at least one side wall of
the portal and also along the base and/or ceiling of the portal.

16. A system according to claim 14, wherein longitudinal
sensing portions are provided along both side walls of the
portal and along the floor and ceiling of the portal.

17. A system according to claim 16, wherein multiple
windings of the first length of optical fibre are provided
around the portal such that multiple longitudinal sensing
portions are provided along each side of the portal.

18. A system according to claim 17, wherein the longi-
tudinal sensing portion on each side of the portal are spaced
apart and extend along the length of the portal.

19. A system according to claim 15, wherein the data
analyser is arrange to determine a location signal character-
istic of a disturbance in magnetic field along the optical
fibre, based on the characteristics of the signals from the
longitudinal sensing portions.

20. A system according to claim 1, wherein the portal is
arranged (i) along a corridor of a building or (ii) to be a free
standing portal.

21. A method of monitoring a portal defining a passage
through which people and/or objects pass so as to detect the
presence of metallic objects, the method comprising:

interrogating an optical fibre, which is mechanically

coupled to a material whose physical characteristics
vary dependent on the ambient magnetic field, with
pulses of electromagnetic radiation to provide a dis-
tributed sensor having a plurality of sensing portions of
optical fibre, said optical fibre being arranged along at
least two sides of the passage defined by the portal, and
analysing the signals from each of said plurality of
sensing portions of optical fibre to detect signals char-
acteristic of a disturbance in the magnetic field in the
portal so as to detect the presence of a metallic object.

22. A method according to claim 21, wherein the optical
fibre is arranged such that a longitudinal sensing portion of
the optical fibre is provided along at least a first side of the
portal, the method further comprising determining a location
signal characteristic of a disturbance in magnetic field along
the optical fibre, based on the characteristics of the signals
from the longitudinal sensing portions.

23. A method according to claim 22, further comprising
monitoring the location of a detected disturbance in mag-
netic field as it moves along the portal.

24. A method according to claim 22, further comprising
generating a magnetic field in the vicinity of the portal.

25. A method according to claim 21 further comprising
interrogating a second length of optical fibre to detect any
acoustic signals affecting the second length of optical fibre,
said second length of optical fibre being deployed along the
same path as the first length of optical fibre, wherein the
second length of optical fibre is insensitive to changes in
magnetic field.

26. A method according to claim 21, wherein the portal is
arranged along a corridor of a building, wherein the optical
fibre is (i) installed during the construction of the corridor or
(ii) retrofitted to the corridor.
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